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PPS RECORDS FOR 
18-20 HAMMOND STREET 

PLAT 32, LOT 539 
 

WILLIAM O. STANTON HOUSE 
Built 1889-1890 

 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
This house is a contributing building within the Broadway-Armory Historic District (listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places); it is identified in the inventory as “House, 
ca. 1890.”   
 
The house is also located in the (expanded) Armory Historic District overlay zone 
designated by the City of Providence. 
 
NOTES 
 
Previous lot numbers:   
 
AP 32/310 (1854-1883):  Subdivided to create Lot 429 
AP 32/439 (1884 to 1986):  Merged with Lot 310, and then both lot numbers dropped, to 
create Lot 539 
 
Previous address:  18 Hammond Street (1890-1891). 
 
This property was original part of a larger lot that was bounded on the north by a section 
of Gilbert Street (abandoned in 1996) and on the east by Luther Street.  That original lot 
held a house at 2 Gilbert Street, at the corner of Luther, along with two outbuildings at 
the west end of the lot, abutting Hammond Street.  Deeds confirm that the lot was 
subdivided in 1888, when the western portion was sold to William O. Stanton; tax 
records indicate that the outbuildings were gone by 1889, and the present house at 18-
20 Hammond Street was constructed in 1890.  The abandoned portion of Gilbert Street 
was evidently absorbed into this lot in 1996. 
 
  
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Assessor’s Plat Maps and Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office)1 
 
The chain of title cards for all three lots associated with this property are listed below, 
although the most relevant to the construction of the house is Lot 439, which is listed 

                                                      
1
 Chain of Title Cards typically list owner names beginning in the late 19

th
 c.; earlier ownership is identified 

through deed research.  The cards are only available as scanned digital images, and the scanning 
sometimes did not fully reproduce the original card, so some names or dates can be incomplete or 
illegible. 
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first.  The 1902 (earliest available) map for Assessor’s Plat 32 identifies the site of 18-20 
Hammond St. as Lot 439.  The 1985 and 1987 maps show the merger of Lots 439 and 
310 into Lot 539.  The 2014 map also identifies 18-20 Hammond Street as Lot 539, with  
61.13 feet of street frontage and a total area of 6,100 sq.ft.  
 
Chain of title card for AP 32, Lot 439 – HAMMOND ST. 
 
Note:  The original card did not scan properly, so some information is only partially 
legible. 
 
[William] O. Stanton owned the property as of July 1, 1889. 
[William] O. Stanton Heirs owned the property as of January 2, 1904. 
[____] D. LaFauci owned the property as of January 1928. 
[____] Velletri and wife Emma E. owned the property as of November 1942 [? - date is 

only partly legible]  
[____] L. Smith and wife Jessie H. owned the property as of December 1962. 
[____] Construction, Inc. owned the property as of February 23, 1973. (Refers to Deed 

Book 1173/Page 3.) 
[____] P. Silva and wife Norma J. owned the property as of March 30, 1973.  (Ref DB  

1173/999.) 
City of Providence owned the Tax Title as of July 19, 197_ [? – date is only partly 

legible]. (Ref DB 1193/112; R.E. Memo 79/45.) 
[____] Casin and wife Lori Cassin [sic] owned the property as of June 9, 1987. (Ref DB  

__599/337 [? – deed book number is only partly legible].) 
[____] Serzan and Arnold Zoglio owned the property as of August 17, 1987 (Ref DB 

1640/229.) 
DROPPED - Lot 439 merged into new Lot [539] per owners request 12/9/87, as of  

December 1987. 
[Last entry on this card.] 
 
Chain of title card for AP 32, Lot 310 – GILBERT ST. 
Emma I. Bristol of East Providence owned the property as of June 1, 1893. 
William A. Cross and wife Ruth F. Cross owned the property as of December 1, 1923. 
William A. Cross and wife Ruth F. Cross owned ½ the property and Albert H. Stanwood  

and wife Marion L. Stanwood owned ½ the property as of November 1930.  
Marion L. Stanwood owned the property as of June 1950. 
Thomas G. Pupella and wife Mary Pupella owned the property as of August 1954. 
M. Allen Shartzer and wife Alice Shartzer owned the property as of March 2, 1977.  

(Refers to Deed Book 1197/555.) 
F. Stephen Serzan and Arnold A. Zoglio owned the property as of October 27, 1987.  

(Ref DB 1686/246.) 
DROPPED – Lot 310 merged into new Lot 539 per owners request 12/9/87 (SLG 

 #0847), as of December 1987. 
 [Last entry on this card.] 
 
Chain of title card for AP 32, Lot 539 – HAMMOND ST. – Created from 310 & 439 
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F. Stephen Serzan and Arnold A. Zoglio owned the property as of December 9, 1987.  
(Ref DB 1686/247.) 

Fidelity Development Corp. owned the property as of December 29, 1988.  (Ref DB 
1951/19.) 

Craig A. Harris owned the property as of June 20, 1989. (Ref DB 2052/190.) 
Craig A. Harris and Jonathan H. Harris owned the property as of January 16, 1992. 
 (Ref DB 2505/122.) 
Craig A. Harris owned the property as of November 4, 1992.  (Ref DB 2652/144.) 
 “Per CCR #265 app. 5/23/96. Portion of Gilbert Street abandoned.” 
Elaine Stanley owned the property as of May 8, 2001. (Ref DB 4680/42.) 
[Last entry on this card.] 
 
According to the Assessor’s computerized data base, the current owner (since 
November 2012) is Karen J. Feurherm; Elaine Stanley is listed as the previous owner.    
 
 
Maps and Atlases (Archives and Registry of Deeds) (SELECT MAPS ATTACHED) 
 
Maps indicate that the house was constructed between 1882 and 1895. 
 
1843:  “Plot of Lots of Land Belonging to the Dexter Donation,” by Atwater & Schubarth, 
November 1843, copied by Schubarth & Haines, June 30, 1852.  Recorded in Plat Book 
2/Page 7, copied on plat card 52.  The map shows several blocks of house lots south of 
“High Street” (now Westminster Street), from Dexter Street east to Bridgham Street, 
including Division, Harrison, and Hammond Streets.  The future site of 18-20 Hammond  
Street is Lot 89, located on the east side of Hammond and bounded on the north and 
east by two narrow, unnamed streets, later Gilbert and Luther Streets, respectively. The 
lot dimensions are not noted.  (Registry of Deeds)  
 
1857:  “Map of Providence, R.I.” by H.F. Walling, shows the future site of 18-20 
Hammond St. as a vacant lot; address number and owner name not indicated. 
(Archives) 
 
1875:  “City Atlas of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins, Vol. 2, Plate J, shows the lot 
bounded by Hammond Street on the west, Gilbert Street on the north, and Luther Street 
on the east.  A house with no address number stands at the corner of Gilbert and 
Luther, with its short end facing Gilbert; two outbuildings stand on the west side of the 
lot adjacent to Hammond St. The lot measures 5,109 sq.ft. and is owned by P.M. 
Flanders. (Archives) 
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,R.I. and Environs,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 
15, shows the same house and outbuildings on the lot, as seen on the 1875 map. 
Owner name and lot size are not noted.   (Archives) 
 
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Page 49, shows the lot 
has been subdivided, and a new house has been constructed on the western portion of 
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the lot, 3,381 sq.ft., with the address 18-20 Hammond Street. The house has bay 
windows illustrated at front and the north side, and has a large perpendicular ell at rear. 
Owner name is not indicated.  [What may be the original house on the larger lot, which 
now has the address 2 Gilbert Street as well as a bay window on its north side, stands 
on a 1,728 sq.ft. lot.] (Archives) 
 
1902:  Assessor’s Plat Map for Plat 32, shows the two lots that were subdivided from 
the original 5,109 sq.ft. lot.  Lot 439, measuring 3,381 sq.ft., is located at the southeast 
corner of Hammond and Gilbert Streets.  Lot 310, measuring 1,728 sq.ft., is located at 
the southwest corner of Gilbert and Luther Streets.  [Note:  310 was also the lot number 
of the original lot; see Taxes, below.] 
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., Plate 15, shows the house 
at 18-20 Hammond St., on a 3,381 sq.ft. lot owned by W.O. Stanton. [The house at 2 
Gilbert St., on a 1,728 sq.ft. lot, is owned by E.I. Bristol.] (Archives) 
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 7, shows the 
address of the house as 18 Hammond Street, standing on a 3,381 sq.ft. lot owned by 
William “D.” Stanton Heirs. [The house at 2 Gilbert St., on a 1,728 sq.ft. lot, is owned by 
E.I. Bristol.] The map refers to the Dexter Donation Plat (no plat card number. 
(Archives) 
 
1926 and 1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 7, shows 
the house again with the address 18-20 Hammond Street, on a 3, 381 sq.ft. lot owned 
by W.O. Stanton Heirs in 1926 and by H. LaFauci in 1937.  [The house at 2 Gilbert 
Street is also still standing on a 1,728 sq.ft. lot, owned by W. Cross, etal, on both maps.] 
These maps likewise refer to the Dexter Donation Plat on Plat Card 52. (Archives) 
 
1985:  Assessor’s Plat Map for Plat 32, shows the same two lots that had been seen on 
the 1902 Assessor’s Map: Lot 439, measuring 3,381 sq.ft., at the southeast corner of 
Hammond and Gilbert Streets; and Lot 310, measuring 1,728 sq.ft., at the southwest 
corner of Gilbert and Luther Streets.  (Archives) 
 
1987:  Assessor’s Plat Map for Plat 32, shows the two lots have been combined into a 
new lot, 529; the lot size is not entirely legible but appears to be 5,109 sq.ft. (Archives) 
 
NOTE:  The house at 2 Gilbert St. was demolished sometime after 1937.   
 
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds, unless otherwise noted) 
 
Deeds indicate that William O. Stanton and Nelson V. Stanton bought the property with 
buildings and improvements on it in 1888; those were the original outbuildings on the 
site. William Stanton bought out Nelson Stanton’s share and became the sole owner of 
the property in 1889. 
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Deed Book 347/475:  On December 1, 1888, Mira A. Flanders of Providence, guardian 
of the estates of Elizabeth B. Flanders, Lora P. Flanders and Mira H. Flanders, minor 
children of Perley M. Flanders, deceased, by virtue of authority vested by decree of the 
Municipal Court of Providence on November 27, 1888, and for and in consideration of 
$3,000, sold to William O. Stanton and Nelson V. Stanton of Providence, a parcel with 
buildings and improvements, “being all that portion of Lot 89 in the Dexter Donation 
Plat.”  The lot was bounded and described as follows:  From the southeast corner of 
Gilbert and Hammond Streets, then east measuring 60.71 feet on Gilbert to a corner 
located 30.97 feet west of the southwest corner of Gilbert and Luther Streets, then 
south 55.42 feet to a corner 32.2 feet west of Luther Street, then west 67.71 feet to 
Hammond Street, then north 51.18 feet to the point of beginning; or, 3,381-3/8 square 
feet.  
 
DB 347/477:  On December 1, 1888, Mira A. Flanders of Providence, widow of Perley 
M. Flanders, quitclaimed to William O. Stanton and Nelson V. Stanton, for $1.00, the 
same property referenced in DB 347/475.   
 
DB 349/499:  On March 27, 1889, Nelson V. Stanton of Providence sold to William O. 
Stanton of Providence, for $10, all his right, title, and interest in “all that portion of Lot 89 
in the Dexter Donation Plat.”  The boundaries were the same as referenced in DB 
347/475. 
 
DB 704/421:  On July 20, 1927, Ella E. Stanton and Carrie L. Bacon of Providence 
[“William O. Stanton Heirs” on the chain of title card] sold to Horatio D. LaFauci of 
Providence, for $10, a certain parcel of land with a dwelling house and other 
improvements, located at the southeast corner of Hammond and Gilbert Streets, 
measuring 60.71 feet on Gilbert and 51.13 feet on Hammond, with a total area of 3,381 
sq.ft.  “Comprising the greater portion of that Lot #89 in the Dexter Donation Plat,” 
recorded in Plat Book 2/Page 7. 
  
[Note:  The next deed refers to the eastern portion of the original property, which 
contained the house at 2 Gilbert St.] 
 
DB 381/232:  On May 5, 1893, Mira A. Flanders of Providence, guardian of the estates 
of Elizabeth B. Flanders, Lora P. Flanders and Mira H. Flanders, minor children of 
Perley M. Flanders, deceased, by virtue of authority vested by decree of the Municipal 
Court of Providence on November 27, 1888, and for and in consideration of $300, a lot 
with improvements at the southwest corner of Gilbert and Luther Streets, bounded and 
described as follows.  Beginning at a point in the west line of Luther Street located 250 
feet from the north line of Division Street, then west, running parallel to Division Street, 
32.2 feet to a corner, then north 55.42 feet to the south line of Gilbert Street at a point 
30.97 feet from Luther Street, then east 30.97 to the corner of Luther Street, then south 
58.17 feet to the point of beginning.   
 
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
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These records are in two sets of volumes: one indexed by street and the other indexed 
by property owner name.   
 
A building permit for a 2-family house was issued to William O. Stanton in 1889.  
 
Permit #5914, dated June 25, 1889:  intention to build a 2-story, French roof, wood 
building at the southeast corner of Hammond and Gilbert Streets, 2 tenements, 
estimated cost $7,000; owner William O. Stanton.  
 
[Note:  an earlier permit, #2690, was issued to P.M. Flanders on August 4, 1884, to put 
in a new sill on a barn at Hammond & Gilbert Streets.  This refers to one of the previous 
outbuildings on this site.] 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 2 
 
The original lot number was AP 32/310. Records indicating buildings on that lot prior to 
1889 refer to the house at 2 Gilbert Street and its outbuildings, none of which are 
extant.  The first entry for AP 32/439 is dated 1889. 
 
Ledger C3/Page 55 –  
 
As of November 1, 1872, Perley M. Flanders owned AP 32/310, measuring 5,341 sq.ft., 
valued at $1,869 for land and $100 for buildings. 
 
As of June 15, 1874, Perley M. Flanders owned AP 32/310, measuring 5,109 sq.ft., 
valued at $1,788 for land and $2,000 for buildings.  [See 1875 map, with house plus 2 
outbuildings on this lot.] 
 
Ledger D4/7 –  
 
As of March 1, 1881, Perley M. Flanders owned AP 32/310, measuring 5,109 sq.ft., 
valued at $1,788 for land and $2,000 for buildings. 
 
As of March 15, 1887, Perley M. Flanders owned AP 32/310, measuring 5,109 sq.ft., 
valued at $2,146 for land and $2,000 for buildings.  [Land was revalued.] 
 
Ledger E4/188 –  

                                                      
2
 Tax Records:  Prior to 1854, Providence tax records only identified the name of the taxpayer and the 

amount of tax paid – not the location of the taxable property, or whether it was real estate or personal 
property.  As of August 1, 1854, the Tax Assessor began using a system of plats and lots to identify 
individual parcels of real estate (although records did not indicate how many buildings were on any given 
lot, or distinguish between primary buildings and outbuildings, until the latter half of the 20th century). Tax 
records from the latter half of the 19th century are indexed by plat number, and recorded in a series of 
ledgers labeled “A” through “E.”   
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As of January 1, 1889, Perley M. Flanders Heirs owned AP 32/310, measuring 5,109 
sq.ft., valued at $2,146 for land and $2,000 for buildings.  Transferred part of the lot July 
1, 1889 to William O. Stanton; see Deed Book 347/475, 477; DB 349/499. 
 
As of July 1, 1889, Perley M. Flanders Heirs owned AP 32/310, measuring 1,728 sq.ft., 
valued at $518 for land and $2,000 for buildings.  Building reduced to $1,600 as of July 
1, 1889.  Transferred to Emma I. Bristol as of June 1, 1893; see DB 381/232 and 
Ledger E2/64.  
 
Ledger E9/35452 –  
 
As of July 1, 1889, William O. Stanton owned AP 32/439, measuring 3,381 sq.ft., valued 
at $1,623 for land and $0 for buildings.  “See below, building added.”   
 
As of June 2, 1890, William O. Stanton owned AP 32/439, measuring 3,381 sq.ft., 
valued at $1,623 for land and $5,500 for buildings.  [Confirms construction of the 
house.]   
 
As of May 2, 1892, William O. Stanton owned AP 32/439, measuring 3,381 sq.ft., 
valued at $2,367 for land and $5,500 for buildings.  [Land was revalued.] 
 
 
Directories (Archives)3 
 
Directories indicate that William O. Stanton lived in this house, at 18 Hammond, as of 
1890. The second address was in use by 1892, but that unit was occupied as of 1891. 
 
1875  Perley M. Flanders, clerk Providence Gas Co., (h) 2 Gilbert St. 
   [First listing for the previous house on the eastern portion of the  
   original lot.] 
 
1889  William O. Stanton, clerk 375 High Street, (h) 37 Courtland Street. 
   [High St. is now Westminster St.] 
 
1890  William O. Stanton, clerk 375 High Street, (h) 18 Hammond Street. 

                                                      
3
 Providence City Directories were published intermittently beginning in 1824, and annually as of 1850.  

Until 1892, these volumes contained a street directory (listing the names and locations of all existing 
streets), and an alphabetical listing of residents and businesses.  Residents’ professions and business 
addresses (if any) were noted before home addresses.  As of 1892, city directories also included a 
section listing residential buildings by street address; this was published separately as a House Directory 
from 1895-1935.  The notation “(h)” indicates home or a head of household; “(b)” indicates a boarder. 
 
Providence House Directories list all residential buildings by street address.  These began publication 
in 1892, incorporated within the larger City Directory.  Separate House Directories were published from 
1895 to 1937 (biannually from 1901); these were often a year behind the city directories during this 
period.  As of 1938, the house directory was reincorporated within the City Directory. 
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  Mira A. Flanders, widow Perley M. Flanders, (h) 2 Gilbert Street. 
 
1891   William O. Stanton, clerk 375 High Street, (h) 18 Hammond Street. 
  William H. Morgan, 16 High Street, (h) Hammond corner Gilbert. 
 
1892  [first directory to list buildings by street address] 
  18 Hammond Street – William O. Stanton, clerk (h) 
  20 Hammond Street – William H. Morgan (h) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh   May 2014 
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1843 – Dexter Donation Plat, showing Lot 89 at the southeast corner  
of Hammond and Gilbert Streets, and bounded by Luther St. on the east.  

 
1875 atlas, showing former house at 2 Gilbert St and outbuildings  
at west side of the lot, next to Hammond St.  

 
1895 atlas, showing the new house at 18-20 Hammond and  
the former house at 2 Gilbert. Note the original lot has been  
subdivided. 

 
1902 map for AP 32, showing Lots 
439 (18-20 Hammond) and 310  
(2 Gilbert) 
 

 
1985 map for AP 32, showing Lots  
439 and 310 

 
1987 map for AP 32, showing merger  
of lots 310 and 439 into Lot 539.   
This section of Gilbert St. was abandoned 
in 1996. 


